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Masonic High Council of Egypt 2 Aug 15,2010

www.rgle.org.uk  Egypt Freemasonry

Masonic High Council of Egypt
Under the Auspices of the Regular Grand Lodge of the Middle East

Luxor Lodge No.1 orient of Cairo
Regularly established in 2007

Cairo - Egypt
About Lebanon, the middle East and much more... 1 Aug 15, 2010
forum.concen.org  Freemasonry Lebanon Egypt MiddleEast

Grand Inspector General for the Middle East
- MW Bro. Khaled Nachabee, MHC

Peak oil is the villain governments need | Graham Way... = Aug 14, 2010
www.guardian.co.uk

Could peak oil lever politicians out from between the rock of the electorate and the hard place
that is climate change mitigation?

Is it a conincidence that Peak Oil an Climate Change are... coninciding?

One statement by professor Paul Stevens in particular caught my eye: "A supply crunch appears
likely around 2013 ... given recent price experience, a spike in excess of $200 per barrel is not
infeasible".

Since it will happen far sooner than any of the more serious impacts of climate change, we
should abandon attempts to stop fossil fuel use because of climate change and concentrate on
reducing fuel use, controlling energy prices and keeping national economies reasonably stable.
That's a sell the public will buy into: the price of petrol or heating oil, the security of their jobs, the
scarcity of resources — these are things the public can feel and see, and that contrarians cannot
obfuscate out of ideological opposition.

A chutzpa to Corrie’'s memory 2 Aug 14,2010
www.jpost.com  Israel Zionism DaliaZiada
in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds
Article prepared by Steven Paello, who works with Dalia Ziada
Ironically however, Corrie is perhaps a more apt reference than the FGM organizers realize. The
tragedy of her death is that it was completely avoidable. Moreover, her behavior, flouting local

and international law, raises the question of what role, if any, small groups of extremist activists
have in interfering in the counterterrorism measures of a democratic state.

The authors wish to thank Steven Aiello, Zach Lewis and Dimitri Teresh for their efforts in the
preparation of this article.
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www.guardian.co.uk  Medicine Health

The era of antibiotics is coming to a close. In just a couple of generations, what once appeared to
be miracle medicines have been beaten into ineffectiveness by the bacteria they were designed
to knock out. Once, scientists hailed the end of infectious diseases. Now, the post-antibiotic
apocalypse is within sight.

Hyperbole? Unfortunately not. The highly serious journal Lancet Infectious Diseases yesterday
posed the question itself over a paper revealing the rapid spread of multi-drug-resistant bacteria.
"Is this the end of antibiotics?" it asked.

Doctors and scientists have not been complacent, but the paper by Professor Tim Walsh and
colleagues takes the anxiety to a new level. Last September, Walsh published details of a gene
he had discovered, called NDM 1, which passes easily between types of bacteria called
enterobacteriaceae such as E. coli and Klebsiella pneumoniae and makes them resistant to
almost all of the powerful, last-line group of antibiotics called carbapenems. Yesterday's paper
revealed that NDM 1 is widespread in India and has arrived here as a result of global travel and
medical tourism for, among other things, transplants, pregnancy care and cosmetic surgery.

"In many ways, this is it,” Walsh tells me. "This is potentially the end. There are no antibiotics in
the pipeline that have activity against NDM 1-producing enterobacteriaceae. We have a bleak
window of maybe 10 years, where we are going to have to use the antibiotics we have very
wisely, but also grapple with the reality that we have nothing to treat these infections with."
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Clicktivism is ruining leftist activism | Micah White | Co... 3 Aug 12,2010
www.guardian.co.uk  Internet Activism

in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

The trouble is that this model of activism uncritically embraces the ideology of marketing. It
accepts that the tactics of advertising and market research used to sell toilet paper can also build
social movements. This manifests itself in an inordinate faith in the power of metrics to quantify
success. Thus, everything digital activists do is meticulously monitored and analysed. The
obsession with tracking clicks turns digital activism into clicktivism.
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largest advertising company. A corporation whose raison d'etre is to use advertising to foment
ecologically unsustainable overconsumption, Havas is directly responsible for the climate change
TckTckTck decries.

gainst the progressive technocracy of clicktivism, a new breed of activists will arise. In place of
measurements and focus groups will be a return to the very thing that marketers most fear: the
passionate, ideological and total critique of consumer society. Resuscitating the emancipatory
project the left was once known for, these activists will attack the deadening commercialisation of
life. And, uniting a global population against the megacorporations who unduly influence our
democracies, they will jettison the consumerist ideology of marketing that has for too long
constrained the possibility of social revolution.

What Happened to Yahoo 2 Aug 12,2010

www.paulgraham.com  Yahoo! Google

I remember telling David Filo in late 1998 or early 1999 that Yahoo should buy Google, because |
and most of the other programmers in the company were using it instead of Yahoo for search. He
told me that it wasn't worth worrying about. Search was only 6% of our traffic, and we were
growing at 10% a month. It wasn't worth doing better.

Probably the most impressive commitment I've heard to having a hacker-centric culture came
from Mark Zuckerberg, when he spoke at Startup School in 2007. He said that in the early days
Facebook made a point of hiring programmers even for jobs that would not ordinarily consist of
programming, like HR and marketing.

Amnesty: Wikileaks Afghan war documents have ‘deadl... 5 Aug 12,2010
blogs.pressgazette.co.uk ~ Amnestyinternational Wikileaks Afghanistan War osl Guardian
USA UK

in Outliner: Amnesty, Reclaiming Grownds

The Times reported last month that it believed the Wikileaks files put Afghan lives at risk by
naming those who have worked with American forces.

Now the five human rights groups have said in a letter to Wikileaks:

“We have seen the negative, sometimes deadly ramifications for those Afghans identified as
working for or sympathizing with international forces. We strongly urge your volunteers and
staff to analyze all documents to ensure that those containing identifying information are
taken down or redacted.”

According to the Wall Street Journal, this was the response of Wikileaks founder Julian Assange:

“I'm very busy and have no time to deal with people who prefer to do nothing but cover their
asses. If Amnesty does nothing | shall issue a press release highlighting its refusal.”

Erica Gaston, program officer for Open Society Institute’s Afghanistan-Pakistan regional policy
initiative, told the Wall Street Journal:
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way been affiliated with the international community, they will find them, they will kill them in
most cases.

The Guardian, one of three news organisations to be given advance sight of the Wikileaks
documents, has emphasised that it took care not to publish any information which would
endanger lives.

The paper’s editor Alan Rusbridger said his journalists also asked Assange to redact names of
individuals from the documents it released.

Show less A
Greenland ice sheet faces 'tipping pointin 10 years' | E... 3 Aug 12,2010
www.guardian.co.uk  ClimateChange SealevelRise Greenland

oy__Lo w?i Lg;di p)y

Greenland shed its largest chunk of ice in nearly half a century last week, and faces an even
grimmer future, according to Richard Alley, a geosciences professor at Pennsylvania State
University

"Sometime in the next decade we may pass that tipping point which would put us warmer than
temperatures that Greenland can survive," Alley told a briefing in Congress, adding that a rise in
the range of 2C to 7C would mean the obliteration of Greenland's ice sheet.

Robert Bindschadler, a research scientist at the University of Maryland, told the briefing: "While
we don't believe it is possible to lose an ice sheet within a decade, we do believe it is possible to
reach a tipping point in a few decades in which we would lose the ice sheet in a century."

Andreas Muenchow, professor of ocean science at the University of Delaware, who has been
studying the Petermann glacier for several years, said he had been expecting such a break,
although he did not anticipate its size.

He also argued that much remains unknown about the interaction between Arctic sea ice, sea
level, and temperature rise.

Muenchow told the briefing that over the last seven years he had only received funding to
measure ocean temperatures near the Petermann Glacier for a total of three days.

He was also reduced, because of a lack of funding, to paying his own airfare and that of his
students to they could join up with a Canadian icebreaker on a joint research project in the Arctic.
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Sixth Extinction 5 Aug 6, 2010

www.well.com Ecology

collectively the almost six billion humans alive today represent the greatest proportion of
protoplasm on our planet

| doubt it

The first is through direct exploitation, such as hunting. From butterflies, to song birds, to
elephants, the human appetite for collecting or eating parts of wild creatures puts many species

ﬂ Install Diigo extension to annotate any webpages, images and PDFs.

https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?ann=yes&page=2 5/26


javascript: void(0)
http://www.almasry-alyoum.com/article2.aspx?ArticleID=265421&IssueID=1857
https://www.diigo.com/o/1pdr51/Reclaiming-Grownds
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia/b/38298824
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23Egypt
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23DaliaZiada
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23Zionism
http://www.well.com/~davidu/sixthextinction.html
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia/b/38155606
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23Ecology

14/08/2017 Library - Diigo

Second is the biological havoc that is occasionally wreaked following the introduction of alien
species to new ecosystems, whether deliberately or accidentally. | talked earlier about the
biological convulsion experienced by the Hawaiian archipelago through countless species of
birds and plants taken there by the early Polynesians and later by European settlers. A
devastation of equal magnitude is currently under way in Africa’'s Lake Victoria, where more than
two-hundred species of fish have disappeared within the past decade. The Boston University
ecologist Les Kaufman, who has studied the event in great detail, calls it "the Hiroshima of the
biological apocalypse, the demonstration, the warning that more is on the way.' 12 Several
interacting factors are involved, such as overfishing and pollution, but the major culprit is the
voracious Nile perch, which was introduced to the lake for commercial fishing some four decades
ago.

The third, and by far the most important, mode of human-driven extinction is the destruction and
fragmentation of habitat, especially the inexorable cutting of tropical rainforests. The forests,
which cover just 7 percent of the world's land surface, are a cauldron of evolutionary innovation
and are home to half of the world's species. The continued growth of human populations in all
parts of the world daily encroaches on wild habitats, whether through the expansion of
agricultural land, the building of towns and cities, or the transport infrastructure that joins them.
As the habitats shrink, so too does the Earth's capacity to sustain its biological heritage.

Show less ~
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On Twitter, It's Follower Quality Not Quantity that Matt... 2 Aug 5, 2010

www.readwriteweb.com

"There's an enormous amount of passivity in the social network," Dr. Huberman goes on to say,
explaining that some people can have an enormous number of followers, but not much influence,
while others can have fewer followers but much more influence.

The study finds that “the correlation between popularity and influence is weaker than it might be
expected. This is a reflection of the fact that for information to propagate in a network, individuals
need to forward it to the other members, thus having to actively engage rather than passively
read it and cease to act on it."

alo i alS) proiiol] sliacVl sl sl Lols - s uaoll sla.. 1 Aug 2, 2010
egyptjudgeclub.org  Egypt Judiciary
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Guinevere escort interview - Free Videos Adult Sex Tub... 1 Jul 31,2010
www.drtuber.com
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If Your Name's Not Buffett, You Must Read This - 29/07/... Jul 29, 2010

www.fool.co.uk

Finance 101 will tell you a company's true value is the sum of its future cashflows, discounted
back to the present. But what are a company's future cashflows? And what is the appropriate
discount rate?

The answer, Buffett wannabes, is ultimately dependent on a company's sustainable competitive
advantage. And how do you determine that?

The Supreme Court of Canada: There are no journalists... Jul 28, 2010
eaves.ca  Journalism FreedomOfSpeech Canada Law

in Outliner: Best Blog Posts, Reclaiming Grownds

the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that a libel claim can be defeated even when the facts or
allegations made turn out to be false (e.g. | don't owe you money if | say something nasty and
untrue about you) as long as the story was in the public interest and | met a certain standard
around trying to ascertain the truth.

Rather, it has always been regulated by the courts. Technology has just made that more evident,
and now the courts have too. Today, when speaking of others we are all a little better protected,
and also have the burden of behaving a little more responsibly.

Haaretz exclusive: Hamas founder's son worked for Shi... Jul 28, 2010
www.haaretz.com hamas Israel Palestine
Jihadi-gossip

The son of a leading Hamas figure, who famously converted to Christianity, served for over a
decade as the Shin Bet security service's most valuable source in the militant organization's
leadership, Haaretz has learned.

During the second intifada, intelligence Yousef supplied led to the arrests of a number of high-
ranking Palestinian figures responsible for planning deadly suicide bombings. These included
Ibrahim Hamid (a Hamas military commander in the West Bank, Marwan Barghouti (founder of
the Fatah-linked Tanzim militia) and Abdullah Barghouti (a Hamas bomb-maker with no close
relation to the Fatah figure). Yousef was also responsible for thwarting Israel's plan to
assassinate his father.

"l wish | were in Gaza now," Yousef said by phone from California, "I would put on an army
uniform and join Israel's special forces in order to liberate Gilad Shalit.
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World’s First Pirate ISP Launches In Sweden | TorrentFr... Jul 20, 2010
torrentfreak.com  Sweden ISP Pirate p2p Freedom Technology

in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

Not only would they be The Pirate Bay’s new host, but they would use Parliamentary immunity to
run the site from inside the Swedish Parliament.

At the Hacknight conference in Malmo yesterday, Nipe further said that they will not allow the
Swedish Government to monitor Pirate ISP users and will refuse to retain logs. He warned that
any attempt to force it to do otherwise will result in a constitutional issue.

Diplomat: Egyptian president 'is a walking corpse’ Jul 14,2010

www.worldtribune.com

The sources said the United States has been concerned over Mubarak's decline and the
prospect of political chaos in Egypt. They said the administration of President Barack Obama has
urged Mubarak to advance elections, scheduled for late 2011, to prevent a power vacuum.
Mubarak, however, has refused U.S. overtures. The sources said the president has failed to build
a coalition within the military for his son, Gamal, to serve as successor.

The sources said the State Department was supporting the unofficial candidacy of former
International Atomic Energy Agency director-general Mohammed El Baradei as the next
president of Egypt. They said El Baradei has sought an alliance with the banned Muslim
Brotherhood.
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Calendar FAQ, v. 2.9 (modified 4 April 2008) Part 3/3 2 Jun 4, 2010

www.fags.org

The Long Count is really a mixed base-20/base-18 representation of a number, representing the
number of days since the start of the Mayan era. It is thus akin to the Julian Day Number (see
section 2.16). The basic unit is the "kin" (day), which is the last component of the Long Count.
Going from right to left the remaining components are: uinal (1 uinal = 20 kin = 20 days) tun (1
tun = 18 uinal = 360 days = approx. 1 year) katun (1 katun = 20 tun = 7,200 days = approx. 20
years) baktun (1 baktun = 20 katun = 144,000 days = approx. 394 years) The kin, tun, and katun
are numbered from 0 to 19. The uinal are numbered from 0 to 17. The baktun are numbered from
1to 13.

Assuming one of the first two equivalences, the Long Count will again reach 13.0.0.0.0 on 21 or

23 December AD 2012 - a not too distant future.

Calendar FAQ, v. 2.6 (modified 24 June 2003) Part 1/3 5 Jun 4, 2010
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Our concept of a month is based on the moon's motion around the earth, although this
connection has been broken in the calendar commonly used now. The time from one new moon
to the next is called a "synodic month", and its length is currently 29.5305889 days, but it varies.

However, 19 tropical years is 234.997 synodic months, which is very close to an integer. So
every 19 years the phases of the moon fall on the same dates (if it were not for the skewness
introduced by leap years). 19 years is called a Metonic cycle (after Meton, an astronomer from
Athens in the 5th century BC).
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Tony Cliff: The Jews, Israel and the Holocaust (1998) 2 Jun 3, 2010

www.marxists.org

If there is a situation where Trotsky’s theory of permanent revolution applies perfectly, it is that of
the Palestinians. His theory argues that no democratic demands, no national liberation can be
achieved without the proletarian revolution. The key to the fate of the Palestinians and everyone
else in the Middle East is in the hands of the Arab working class whose main centres of power
are in Egypt, and less so in Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and other countries

Tragically the potential of the Arab working class has not become actuality because of the
damaging effect of Stalinism which dominated the left in the Middle East for a long time. It was
the Stalinists who opened the door to the Ba’ath Party and Saddam Hussain in Iraq, who brought
Assad and the Syrian Ba’ath to power, who opened the door to Nasser and the subsequent
Islamists in Egypt.

Too much credit to the Stalinists
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An unnamed security official explained that because the service cannot be controlled by the
Ministry of Communications or service authorities, users were abusing the service by spreading
rumors and/or calling for strikes.
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Egypt's future debated in NYC | Al-Masry Al-Youm: Tod... May 17, 2010
www.almasryalyoum.com  OsamaHarb Egypt Democracy USA
in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

“I personally welcome any American pressure on the regime because it had a positive effect on
the Egyptian people over the last five years,” Harb opined.

ads 1" g0z g " role"s " mum"s "R i1 ..oy plaioll.sle Apr 18,2010
www.youm?7.com  NDP Egypt 6April2010
in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds
cuile Jslamll Gle blay wonilw i) .. el $5li> sa)" JBg .. ] o Jsas egisd s Ol 5T
630> arle 5, slaw¥l 03 o CaiSIL il xoxo g3l adlb o>y "aigxll JS babwg juan

il Olsi o) Saios s o ST ploslls awni $Ul 8 gl g aiblsio LT Jla" Wl
byl o Mol o) G pllaiall (e W glai ol gilo Y W s300> iz, Sl ey ibosoll

s pand| s,
ool asd Y| ogas ¥ "] rss sl Apr 13, 2010
www.palestine-info.info  Egypt elbaradei Gaza Israel

in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

Gladl) ail aols” (uae dxomd 8sbw) Jioi el "s5Ysall jlanl” auas ol oolaicl e (el el
Ol Bas "ol oo siall Lozl axi w8 gz uST el il 858 las (9 &S, Linal b anil ol
lsd Dsuusis 79, 09 6, ailaio slinls ulzall gidy eVl 3L 5o aviaall i) Galaiall S|

s>l 80 88 G| UgdeR o5 iV grslounlall.

Interview with Mohamed EIBaradei Apr 11,2010

www.washingtonpost.com

What's new now between the 2005 pro-democracy movement and today besides Twitter?
Haha. Brilliant!

I met yesterday 10 people from the human rights groups in Egypt. What they told me, forget the
law we are all illegal and we have to operate in an illegal way.

They told me forget the law.

This is hillarious

Interview with Mohamed EIBaradei Apr 11, 2010
www.washingtonpost.com

| consider a system that is afraid of its own people, as | tweeted now, because of this
demonstration, is a system that won't have any stability.

Interview with Mnhamed FIRaradei Anr 11 2010
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It was also amazing that | got lots of support and lots of complaints inside the Church. They gave
me a lot of written complaints. These are senior people. | had a tweet on it also.

Interview with Mohamed ElBaradei Apr 11,2010
www.washingtonpost.com

| tweeted and said it's offensive what happened yesterday. That goes everywhere now. | realize
the tweets are translated in every newspaper. All the opposition newspapers have it in the next
day. | did one on torture. | did one on emergency law. | did three tweets today. | discovered this is
a very good way to communicate with people. | started, and will continue to use, viral videos.
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Chatoyant Crumbs: EIBaradei: The full interview transc... 3 Apr 1,2010
jackshenker.blogspot.com Egypt elbaradei

in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

When you see that there are around a quarter of a million supporters on Facebook, mostly young
guys, proportionally — in a country with a population of 80 million and with internet penetration of

only about 16% - this is more than what Obama had. He had 2.2 million online supporters before
the election, in a country of 300 million, so proportionally we have more than what Obama had in
terms of internet suppor

Means little if not organised. The comparison with Obama is not complete. It is starting to sho
w in numbers of people who sign the statement, and even those are not organised. Work nee
ds to be done so this is not another 6 April.

Well of course there are a lot of people outside the country who are afraid for my own security,
but | have been in the public domain for many years and have always had this security risk
looming in the background. | should take as many precautions as possible, but | don’t want to go
around with bodyguards — you saw me at Hussein, just walking along. It comes with the territory.
But | see a lot of concern outside of Egypt about my own security, | hear that from so many
different governments, people coming to me and saying ‘you should be careful'...

That's basically saying, 'l am very well cocnnected. Don't you dare'.
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message now: | do not want to reopen the past, we have too much on our hands for the future.
So I'm discussing policies, not individuals; | can criticise policies, but I'm not questioning the
intentions or actions of individuals. And I think at this stage, that's the right way to do it. | said
from day one that | want to coalesce the Egyptian people around one great idea, which is their
salvation — a move from authoritarianism to democracy.

Hehe. There is a diplomat.
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An open letter to members and ex-members of the SW... 2 Mar 26, 2010

libcom.org  SWP Anarchism

One crucial flaw of the SWP is the gap between the things it says and the way it behaves - it says
again and again that it's committed to fighting for equality, but how much equality is there really in
the organisation? Is an ordinary member really equal to someone like Lindsey German or
Weyman Bennett or John Rees or Alex Callinicos? Is an ordinary member really equal to their
own district organiser? Can you remember being consulted for your opinion on Respect or the
Left List or the Right to Work conference or any of the other initiatives before they were set up, or
did they just appear as if out of nowhere, completely out of your control?
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create, and make sure that decisions are always taken by everyone affected, not just a few
enlightened leaders. If we allow ourselves to be ruled, then we can hardly blame our rulers when
they make decisions that benefit them instead of us, as Galloway did when his egomania
wrecked Respect (an organisation which, for all its many flaws, had been the product of a lot of
hard work by a lot of committed socialists), or as all the SWP's leaders did by bringing about a
split which seems to have had virtually nothing to do with politics and everything to do with a
power struggle between the Rees/German faction and the rest of the leadership.
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Daily News Egypt - Freedoms committee supports calls ... 1 Mar 5, 2010
www.thedailynewsegypt.com  Egypt Blogs FreedomOfSpeech Atheism Journalism
Syndicates

in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

Mohamed Abdel Qudous, head of the freedoms committee, told Daily News Egypt, “We are
supporting Sahar El-Ga’ara for two main reasons. First, because we reject atheism, if a person
wants to be an atheist he can be but he can’t preach it.
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We're all doomed! 40 years from global catastrophe - a... © Mar 2, 2010
www.dailymail.co.uk  JamesLovelock ClimateChange

By 2040, the world population of more than six billion will have been culled by floods, drought
and famine.

The people of Southern Europe, as well as South-East Asia, will be fighting their way into
countries such as Canada, Australia and Britain.

We will, he says, have to set up encampments in this country, like those established for the
hundreds of thousands of refugees displaced by the conflict in East Africa.

Lovelock believes the subsequent ethnic tensions could lead to civil war.

Lovelock believes it is too late to repair the damage. Government targets are "futile". Britain
contributes such a tiny amount of emissions compared with countries such as China that our self-
regulatory measures are pathetic.

"Everyone could burn coal all day and drive around in 4x4s and it would not make a scrap of
difference," he says.

"We will have put that much into the atmosphere within the next 20 years or so. We know what
happened last time, we know how long it lasted. It hung around for about 200,000 years."

Did he just say that socialism was 200,000 years away?
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What does EIBaradei want? - Blog - The Arabist 2 Feb 20, 2010
www.arabist.net  ElBaradei Egypt Issandr Politics Democracy Mubarak

in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

and what he can do

But few analysts have taken this logic a step further. In my opinion, the entire point of the
ElBaradei campaign is to gain enough symbolic / moral capital to force a change from the regime
through a combination of public pressure, international concern and leveraging whatever regime
splits that exist. Ultimately, I'm sure some of his supporters hope, the aim is to create enough
disturbance to encourage force majeure: an intervention, most probably by the military, to reset
the current political system. In other words, a coup. This has long been the position of some
Kifaya leaders as the most desirable outcome of the current Egyptian political crisis, although it's
very unlikely that it could take place under Hosni Mubarak. Furthermore, EIBaradei's pseudo-
candidacy may have already forced one alternative to a Gamal candidacy in 2011, if this

report [Ar] that Hosni Mubarak is likely to run again in 2011 is to be believed.

As his brother Ali told me, "I think he's already done his fair share, others now have to stand up.”
In a sense, ElBaradei's cutting criticism of the current regime was already a big step — he could
have retired blissfully in southern France without getting himself, and potentially his family, in
trouble. But some argue he needs to be a leader, not just a figurehead. | think we still have to
wait and see how much time and effort he will devote to helping the campaign and using his
contacts to rally other prominent Egyptians, including those inside the regime, to his campaign.
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afterthefallcommuniques.info  Education Students LobnaDarwish California Universities
Activism Anarchism USA

in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

A detailed, smart-ass account and background of UC actions in Winter 09/10
With unemployment reaching staggering proportions and with millions of bank-owned and

foreclosed homes standing empty, occupation seems like a tactic that is itself a strategy — a form
of militancy that is not a means to an end but an end in and of itself.

There is an exemplary character to the actions — they are attempts to generalize a tactic that is
also a strategy, a means that is also an end. But can the tactics elaborated within the university
escape its confines and become generalized in the kinds of places — apartment buildings,
factories — where they would become part of an extensive process of communization? In a
sense, the byline of the movement — occupy everything, demand nothing — is prospective; it
imagines itself as occurring in an insurrectionary moment which has not yet materialized.

freedomhouse.org: Press Release 1 Jan 16, 2010
www.freedomhouse.org

in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

On Egypt's 18 detained bloggers, as some are Freedom House fellows or something
The group was arrested by government forces while traveling to the southern Egyptian town of
Naga Hammadi to express their condolences to the families of those killed during last week’s

sectarian violence, in which gunmen killed or injured some 20 Copts as they left Christmas
services on January 6
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Israel’s war on African migrants | Al-Masry Al-Youm 1 Jan 12,2010
www.almasryalyoum.com  Egypt Israel Refugees
in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

Israel shoots up flares to help Egypt find the refugees and shoot them

his crackdown includes efforts to pass a draconian new law against "infiltrators" and those who
assist them and stepped up cooperation with Egyptian security forces at the border, including the
firing of flares to help the Egyptian troops locate people trying to cross into Israel.

AFP: Britain's Thatcher blocked talks with 'terrorist' Mu... 1 Jan 12,2010
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International Socialism: Marxism and anarchism Jan 12,2010

www.isj.org.uk

In 1871 both Karl Marx and Mikhail Bakunin, the most prominent representatives of the
international socialist and anarchist movements respectively, welcomed the Paris Commune as a
practical realisation of their visions of socialism.

The author misses to show that Marx has repositioned himself closer to the libertarian socialis
t stand (represented here by Bakunin) after the commune, as it shows in the introduction of th
e second edition of the Communist Manifesto. The Commune proved Bakunin right, and Marx
the scholar aknowledged.
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Heliopolis University - Sekem Group Jan 5, 2010

www.sekem.com Egypt Education Sustainability

The Heliopolis University will contain the following faculties:

* Qrganic Agriculture

* Sustainable Engineering (Renewable Energy, Water, Mechatronics)
* Pharmacy

* Sustainable Business & Economics

* Physiotherapy

* Nursing

* Applied Arts

* Mass Communication

* Social Science
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..My heart’s in Accra » From compassion to action, fro... 1 Dec 15, 2009
www.ethanzuckerman.com  EvgenyMorozov EthanZuckerman Internet Activism

in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

Here’s my question: does it matter if action is effective or ineffective if we can demonstrate that
action leads to more interest in a topic and more knowledge acquisition? I've been making the
case for years that Americans (and likely people in many developed nations) don’t get enough
information about the developing world, and that this lack of attention has consequences for
developed and developing nations. If Americans don’t hear about an economic boom in Ghana,
they don't invest... which slows the boom, costing Ghanaians growth and costing Americans
business opportunities in a growing economy. Similar dynamics apply around aid, humanitarian
and security intervention, export of physical and cultural products.
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Twitter vs. Tyrants: Remarks by Evgeny Morozov « iRev... 2 Oct 29, 2009

irevolution.wordpress.com EvgenyMorozov Internet Activism
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as, new digital public spaces, on the assumption that these new digital spaces would enable
the nascent actors or civil society to flourish on blogs, Twitter and social networks.

e Soina sense, promoting this new digital spaces entails similar risks to promoting free
elections. It's quite possible we may not like the guys who win.

One of his examples to this is Egypt's Muslim Brotherhood bloggers. He of course does not kn
ow the details and the real size of the MB blogs, or what the MB generally is going through rec
ently, or how the MB bloggers have been playing catchup with the Kifaya/lefty blogsphere fro
m the very beginning.

We have to realize that authoritarian governments themselves have developed extremely
sophisticated strategies to control cyberspace and often those go beyond censorship. It's a
mistake to believe that these governments wouldn’t be able to manipulate these new public
spaces with their own propaganda or use them to their own advantage.

Which is the entire idea of mass movements. By the same rationale, we should ban elections
because it can bring fascists to power

Egypt’s anti-Semitic liberals? Not me, says Nour Oct 29, 2009
www.demdigest.net  Liberalism Egypt AymanNour SamuelTadros Jews Zionism
in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

“El-Ghad supports every treaty made by Egypt before and will keep it going. We want to ensure
peace with every country in the world.”

Arab Media & Society - The end of the beginning: The fa... 5 Oct 28, 2009
www.arabmediasociety.com  6April2008 Internet Egypt Activism
in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

Page 6, a bit on the way forward. Still no hint of improvements to the tools themselves.

It doesn’t seem that the Egyptian regime intends to shut down networks altogether (though that
of course remains an ever present possibility, particularly during short-term crises). Rather, its
aim seems to be creating uncertainty and hardship for activists engaging with technological tools
at the same time that are persecuted in much more straightforward and old-fashioned ways.[33]

It will take a much savvier opposition, with much clearer goals and a much stronger presence on
the ground, to seriously threaten the state.

ie, 30 Feb.

if a viable opposition is to take shape with the assistance of electronic media like Twitter and
Facebook, that opposition will have to pay much more careful attention to the kinds of small-scale
struggles over freedom taking place every day in the courts, the press, the labor sector, and the
professional associations. Where was the April 6™ movement, for instance, on the long-running
strike in the Tanta Flax and Oils Company?

Show 2 more annotations v

Arab Media & Society - The end of the beginning: The fa... ¢ Oct 28, 2009

www.arabmediasociety.com  6April2008 Internet Egypt Activism Mobile

ERSRS QRN £ SURRN 3 J I TSR S .

ﬂ Install Diigo extension to annotate any webpages, images and PDFs.

https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?ann=yes&page=2 22/26


http://www.demdigest.net/blog/islampolitics/egypts-anti-semitic-liberals-not-me-says-nour.html
https://www.diigo.com/o/1pdr51/Reclaiming-Grownds
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia/b/22936203
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23Liberalism
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23Egypt
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23AymanNour
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23SamuelTadros
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23Jews
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23Zionism
http://www.arabmediasociety.com/index.php?article=723&p=5
https://www.diigo.com/o/1pdr51/Reclaiming-Grownds
javascript: void(0)
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia/b/22902745
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%236April2008
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23Internet
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23Egypt
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23Activism
http://www.arabmediasociety.com/_js/FCKeditor/editor/#_edn33
http://www.arabmediasociety.com/index.php?article=723&p=4
https://www.diigo.com/o/1pdr51/Reclaiming-Grownds
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia/b/22902391
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%236April2008
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23Internet
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23Egypt
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23Activism
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23Mobile

14/08/2017 Library - Diigo

A focus on Facebook also appears to have missed the apparent shift of online dissent from blogs
to Twitter. As Hossam El-Hamalawy puts it, “the migration is not happening to Facebook, it's
happening to the microblogs.”[25] He adds, “Facebook is one of the outlets | have, but the
heavyweights are not using Facebook.” The heavyweight bloggers El-Hamalawy refers to were
skeptical of the April 6" movement and its potential, even before the first strike. As blogger
Demagh MAK puts it, “The thing is that it's just easier to use Twitter than a blog. You are in the
middle of a demonstration and someone is killed or arrested -- you can’t leave the demonstration
and write a blog. One is killed two arrested; you can just send it by Twitter and everybody now
knows.”[26] And in fact, it was Twitter that served as the most important clearinghouse for
information regarding the events of April 6, 2009.

This is temporary and linked to mobile updates. Mobile status updates are only a part of a gen
eral-purpose social network that can make any real effect

For starters, a sophisticated registration-and-tracing system is now in place for mobile phones,
allowing the government to track users, interfere with their signals, and shut down large-scale
attempts to text message. The Egyptian government successfully blocked the routes of activists’
text messages during the 2009 strike.

Any sources for this?

According to one April 61 leader, the movement tried to get around this obstacle by purchasing
text-messages in bulk from India at a rate of $.01 per message, but the regime successfully
blocked these messages as well.

Who?

Show 3 more annotations v

Arab Media & Society - The end of the beginning: The fa... 5 Oct 28, 2009
www.arabmediasociety.com  6April2008 Egypt Internet Activism
in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

A few quotes on why Internet activists and observers think 6 April failed. At page 4 and hardly any
point related to tools design

Ahmed Maher himself is alleged to have sought cash from Freedom House, an organization
believed to have ties to the US foreign security apparatus. Rumors of CIA involvement in the April
6™ movement crippled the activists’ credibility at a critical juncture and turned the group’s
Facebook page into a battleground. Group leaders denied they had worked with Freedom House
and reaffirmed their commitment to barring foreign involvement in the movement, but the damage
appeared to have already been done.[18] One activist told me that while opposition forces are
happy to accept technical assistance from foreign promoters of democracy, the acceptance of
cash from organizations with known agendas can be deadly for the public credibility of
organizers.[19]

Ethan Zuckerman points to the problem of “serial activists”, who jump from cause to cause and
join group after group — Gaza, April 61, freeing Ayman Nour — without ever making a real
investment of time or energy in any of them.[21]

According to one of April 6!'s senior members, the movement maintains only about 2,000 full-
time members on the ground.[22]
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But anti-Semitism remains the political glue holding Egypt's disparate political forces together.
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We do have comrades among Israelis. Amira Hass is one

AMY GOODMAN: The rockets of the Palestinians?

AMIRA HASS: Look, I think that the rockets of the—this is where | differ from the human rights
language. My argument with them is about indeed morality and about usefulness for the struggle
for liberation. Is it useful or not? | think that the whole rocket thing is a theater, is a make—
pretend for internal use, for the Palestinian internal use, to say, “Oh, we are fighting against the
occupation.” It's putting people in total misconception, because Hamas has not delivered in
improving people’s life, so they go to the realm of imaginary fight and imaginary struggle for
liberation, comparing themselves to Hezbollah, based on no fact, | mean, only out of lies, which
doesn’t mean that I—

But the thing here that we—when we concentrate so much about the rockets, we think—we
forget, we completely forget, the daily—what daily?—minute-by-minute violence that Israel is
exercising against the Palestinians. When borders are closed, when all exits to Gaza and out of
Gaza are closed, this is violence. This is daily violence. When children do not have pens and
pencils and paper to use in schools, this is violence. Everybody is talking about food. Food is not
the problem. The problem is the right of Palestinians to produce, to create, to export, to travel,
and this has been violated for ten years already, before the rockets were launched from Gaza.
So this is—but the Goldstone report forced Israel to look at testimonies and evidence that was
there all the time, but it was very easy to ignore, because they were saying, “Oh, it's just all these
journalists and these marginal journalists, and so far our soldiers have not told anything, so
everybody believes our version.” All of a sudden, the scope of the attack against Goldstone
report shows that they take it seriously.
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economical reasons. But it was for this—you are promised liberty. You're promised freedom.
You're promised a state. You're promised independence. And what you get are bantustans and
growing Israeli settlements and disconnecting Gaza from the West Bank. So there was an
explosion. But then, for internal reasons, there was the militarization of this uprising used by
Arafat in order to hush criticism against Arafat, escalated by Israeli excessive use of power, lethal
power, to disperse demonstrations that were very benign, before the shooting to the air. And then
Hamas used this, and others, to show that they are—for their internal Palestinian struggle, a
competition over popularity. So they were competing over who can kill more Jews. So this, for
me, was a very big failure. But the uprising started for genuine reasons.
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something | had never done before and the station had never asked me to do. | said, “Trevor, I'm
going to accuse the President of the United States of endangering the existence of humanity in
my show this evening with his blockade of Cuba. Do you want me to read you the script?” He
said, “No.” And to me, that was the finest single demonstration of adherence to principle in all the
years of KPFA.

ELSA KNIGHT THOMPSON: You see, most liberals think that if you can find the middle of
anything and squat there, that somehow or another virtue has been achieved.

ELSA KNIGHT THOMPSON: | think if there is any possibility of saving democracy, that it rests
with media, because the politicians are never going to tell you the truth. And the only way that
people can cope is if there is some source of information that they learn to know that they can

trust.
Noam Chomsky on US Expansion of Afghan Occupatio... 2 Oct 18, 2009
www.democracynow.org ~ NoamChomsky Palestine Israel DemocracyNow Video

Chomsky supporting two states for now

Nobody supports—I| mean, you can talk about a one-state solution, if you want. | think a better
solution is a no-state solution. But this is pie in the sky. If you're really in favor of a one-state
solution, which in fact I've been all my life—accept a bi-national state, not one state—you have to
give a path to get from here to there. Otherwise, it's just talk. Now, the only path anyone has ever
proposed—

—is through two states as the first stage.
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