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Twitter Crackdown: NYC Activist Arrested for Using Soci... 2 Oct 18, 2009
www.democracynow.org USA Twitter DemocracyNow Video

in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

Essentially, what Elliot is charged with is using the computer or the cell phone to put up an
announcement that said that the police had issued an order to disperse. Having done that and
having informed people that the police had issued the order, then it is claimed that that
announcement hindered prosecution somehow by, | guess, having people avoid being arrested. It
would seem to me that that is something that provides some benefit to the police department, in
terms of saving them the expenditure of resources in processing people. But they've decided to
criminalize that communication, or at least in their complaint that’'s what they say, that the
communication that said, “Hey, there’s been a dispersal order; everybody be aware of it,”
somehow turns into a crime of hindering prosecution. The communication facility then, the cell
phone or the computer that was used to post that message, becomes an instrument of the crime,
and the use of that mass communication facility becomes, they claim under Pennsylvania law, a
third crime.

We’'re the first in this country. During the Twitter revolution going on in Iran, in Moldova, in
Guatemala, in the earlier newscast about Honduras, in all those cases, repressive governments
have arrested folks for using Twitter. The only difference is, in all those cases the State
Department, the US State Department, has condemned the arrest of these Twitter activists and
had gone so far in the Iranian situation, the State Department, according to an article, asked
Twitter to postpone its regular maintenance so as not to interfere with Iranian protesters to be
able to send out their tweets. So the only difference is we're the first arrested here. But this is a—
over the past two years, repressive governments have been arresting people. The only difference
is, the State Department has supported—I'm expecting the State Department will come out and
support us also.

Author Arundhati Roy on the Human Costs of India's Ec... 1 Oct 18, 2009

www.democracynow.org  India ArundhatiRoy DemocracyNow Video

But here in India, there’s the smell of fascism in the air. Earlier, it was a kind of an anti-Muslim,
religious fascism. Now we have a secular government, and it's a kind of right-wing ruthlessness,
where people openly say, you know, every country that has progressed and is developed,
whether you look at Europe or America or China or Russia, they have a quote-unquote “past,”
you know, they have a cruel past, and it's time that India stepped up to the plate and realized that
there are some people that are holding back this kind of progress and that we need to be ruthless
and move in, as Israel did recently in Gaza, as Sri Lanka has recently done with its hundreds of
thousands of Tamils in concentration camps. So why not India? You know? Why not just do away
with the poor so that we can be a proper superpower, instead of a super-poor superpower?
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State to award social networking grants in Middle East, ... Oct 13, 2009
www.nextgov.com USA socialnetworks Activism Internet Egypt
in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

Music to my ears

The State Department recently unveiled a pilot program that will award up to $5 million in grants
to expand the use of social networking technologies in the Middle East with the goal of increasing
citizen engagement and civic participation.

In an announcement released on Sept. 25, the department said it will award five organizations
between $500,000 and $2.5 million to expand the availability of social networking and new media
capabilities in the Middle East and North Africa. The program is sponsored by the Middle East
Partnership Initiative, part of the Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs at the State Department.
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Perry finds $3 million for border cameras | STATE NEW... Oct 12, 2009

www.khou.com

Kill the Mexican reality show: In January 2008, the State of Texas announced it would install 200
mobile cameras along the Texas-Mexico border, to enable anyone with an Internet connection to
watch the border and report sightings of alleged illegal immigrants to border patrol agents
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in Outliner: Amnesty, Reclaiming Grownds

Ethan is right on, as his habit

| observed earlier this year that the internet is helping us realize that the value of an ad
impression is much, much lower than we believed they were in the age of newspapers. Clay
Shirky has sharpened that argument and used it to make the case that newspapers will fail as a
model before we're able to invent a sufficient alternative.

I'd broaden that argument somewhat — services like Facebook and Twitter are emerging as
critical pieces of social infrastructure. It may be worth thinking of them as public goods. We know
a lot of different ways to provision public goods — states maintain them using taxation, private
entities build them and charge access fees, communities build them and rely on user support,
NGOs provide services and use a hybrid of user fees, donations and foundation support. | don’t
think it's crazy to think that this might be how we choose to build social networks in the future...
or perhaps if any of the tools we rely on becomes less reliable.

There are early indications that some firms may be trying to restrict their offerings in developing
nations, offering “lite” versions as a way of reducing costs to users less likely to generate
revenues. But the real potential of these tools may be in organizing political and social
movements in places where other media is closed off. | can imagine a future in which a
foundation offers some grant money to seed social media communities designed to provide
ubiquity in developing nations for reasons of protecting and encouraging free speech... and | can
even imagine these communities becoming more useful and vital than the tools we’ve so rapidly
come to rely on in our current social media universe.
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Dialogue with Ahali on the Kurdish question and anarc... 1 Sep 25, 2009
www.anarkismo.net  Kurdistan Turkey Anarchism NationalLiberationMovements

On the other hand, the Turkish popular movement, as it is “modernist”, is divided from the
Kurdish movement, whose theory is getting closer to anarchism by its relentless criticism of
State-centred socialism. Especially over the last ten years, the Kurdish movement has turned
away from a State-centred struggle to a more thorough idea of social revolution. This is
sometimes named as “democratic confederalism” or sometimes “democratic comunalism” etc.
But we can say this theory is getting richer with the views of social ecology, inspired by the
teachings of Murray Bookchin.

Boston Review — Evgeny Morozov: Texting Toward Uto... @ Sep 25, 2009
bostonreview.net  EvgenyMorozov democracy Internet
in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

Regime change by text messaging may seem realistic in cyberspace, but no dictators have been

toppled via Second Life, and no real elections have been won there either; otherwise, Ron Paul
would be president.

Yes, so that's Evgeney for you

Cyber—utopians’ biggest conceptual mistake is treating cyberspace as some kind of anarchist
zone, which the authorities dare not enter except to shut things down. Media reports encourage
this view of authoritarian governments as technophobic Internet censors.

But why would authorities not pursue a two—pronged strategy, both restricting access to the most
undesirable Web sites and using the Web to manipulate public opinion? This is precisely how
authoritarian governments have dealt with more significant media threats in the past. The Soviets
did not ban radio; they jammed certain Western stations, cracked down on dissenting
broadcasters at home, and exploited the medium to promote their ideology. The Nazis took a
similar approach to cinema, which became a preferred propaganda tool in the Third Reich.

Valid, but also misses the point. Internet is a far more democratic medium compared to cinem
a and radio. Internet is much less capital-intensive. Although not perfectly flat due to digital di
vide, a 40% democracy is certainly better than a 2% democracy.
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Ending Africa's Hunger | Stuffed and Starved 3 Sep 18,2009
stuffedandstarved.org ~ USA Left Food RajPatel BillGates

Comparison between the Green Revolution and the current agricultural work done by the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation

As John Perkins writes in his magisterial Geopolitics and the Green Revolution, it was instigated
by the US government not out of a direct concern for the well-being of the world's hungry but
from a worry that a hungry urban poor might take to the streets and demand left-wing changes in
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the shah of Iran. | call it the Green Revolution.” Steeped in the cold war, the first Green
Revolution was designed to prevent any other revolutions from happening.

From 1970 to 1990 the amount of food available per person rose by 11 percent, and more than
150 million people were lifted from the ranks of the world's hungry. But most of that rise was
driven by transformations inside China. Subtract China from the picture and the heyday of the
Green Revolution saw global hunger increase by 11 percent.

Furthermore, the first Green Revolution was made possible through the philanthropy of a
billionaire American family--the Rockefellers; the second is bankrolled by Gates. This is not a
superficial coincidence: the destinies of millions of the world's poorest farmers are again being
shaped by the richest Americans, and philanthropic choices are very different from democratic

ones.
Normalization with Israel not a dead end « Bikya Masr 1 Sep 18,2009
bikyamasr.wordpress.com  Egypt Israel

in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

Joseph Mayton is against BDS

What needs to happen is a full and complete normalization with Israel. In doing so, Egyptian
journalists and cultural organizations will be able to gain the proper respect and ability to
accurately attack the Jewish state for its continued policies toward the Palestinians. Journalists
can interview and ask the hard questions, demanding an answer to the atrocities that Israel
continues to perpetuate across the region. It is a win-win situation for all. Israel would be forced
to answer to their Arab neighbors the questions that have been off-limits for years.

Joseph Mayton is against BDS

Forest a Desert, Cool the World -- Inman 2009 (914): 2 --... 1 Sep 17, 2009
sciencenow.sciencemag.org Environment Desert Permaculture ClimateChange

According to climate simulations to be published next month in the journal Climatic Change, the
forests would cool the Sahara by up to 8°C in some areas. "Eucalyptus grandis and a large number
of other tropical tree species are heat-tolerant, so long as they have an ample supply of water in
the root zone," Ornstein says. The tree cover would also bring more rain--about 700 to 1200
millimeters per year--and clouds, which help reflect the sun's rays back into space. The scheme
could also work for the arid Australian outback, the team reports.

According to climate simulations to be published next month in the journal Climatic Change, the
forests would cool the Sahara by up to 8°C in some areas. "Eucalyptus grandis and a large
number of other tropical tree species are heat-tolerant, so long as they have an ample supply of
water in the root zone," Ornstein says. The tree cover would also bring more rain--about 700 to
1200 millimeters per year--and clouds, which help reflect the sun's rays back into space. The
scheme could also work for the arid Australian outback, the team reports.

Considerations about the Anarchist Programme - Engli... 1 Sep 15, 2009

www.anarkismo.net Anarchism LatinAmerica

A revolutionary programme is, in a few words, a set of very precise and concrete
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movement; studies potential allies and enemies; and proposes a series of changes, as well as a
way to reach them by means of struggle. In all of these moments of elaboration of the
programme, theory serves as a guide. Theory, not understood as dogma, but as a tool to better
comprehend the world.
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Sustainable cities are the solution | David Lepeska | Co... 1 Sep 15, 2009

www.guardian.co.uk  ClimateChange Urban Sustainability

The carbon footprint of urban dwellers is relatively light, says a report by David Dodman in the
April issue of Environment and Urbanisation. Dodman, a researcher at the International Institute
for Environment and Development, examined emissions reports from cities in the Americas, Asia
and Europe.

He found that New Yorkers emit a third less greenhouse gases than the average American and
that Barcelonans and Londoners emit about half of their national averages. And urban Brazilians
are truly green: the residents of Sao Paolo and Rio de Janeiro are responsible for only one-third
the national emissions average. Dodman's paper complements an earlier study by IIED senior
fellow David Satterthwaite, who argued that cities emit about 40% of all greenhouse gases, as
opposed to the oft-cited 80%.
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Protecting climate change refugees | Steve Trent | Co... Sep 15, 2009

www.guardian.co.uk  ClimateChange

Every year, climate change leaves more than 300,000 people dead, 325 million people seriously
affected, and economic losses of $125bn. If anyone should be in any doubt as to the comparative
costs of propping up failing economies, and of protecting millions of people from climate change,
the UN has estimated that annual global spending to mitigate the worst effects of climate change
amounts to about $0.5bn. Compare that with the $150bn spent by the US federal government to
bail out just one failing insurance company, or the top nine US banks which gave over $32bn in
bonuses alone that same year.

Lessons for the anarchist movement of the Israeli-Leba... 5 Sep 13, 2009
www.anarkismo.net  Anarchism War NationalLiberationMovements Israel Palestine
Lebanon Hizbullah

Instead, | propose a different anarchist approach: Revolutionary anarchists should, at the same
time, (1) be in solidarity with the people of the oppressed nation against the oppressor (in this
case Lebanon against the U.S.-Israel), while (2) politically opposing all bourgeois-statist
(nationalist, Islamist, etc.) programs and leaderships (here Hezballah, other nationalists, etc.) in
favor of revolutionary, internationalist socialist-anarchism. By “solidarity” | mean being “on the
side of” the people of the oppressed nation, supporting them against attacks from their
oppressors. (Which does not prevent us from sympathy for Israeli--and U.S.--soldiers, but this is
a sympathy due to their humanity and their working class background, not a solidarity with their
being soldiers.)

This issue is an aspect of a broader question: the relationship between class issues and specific
nonclass issues when seeking liberation. The problem of oppression may be divided between
class exploitation and other, nonclass, forms of oppression. Class exploitation refers to the way
the capitalists pump surplus value out of the workers (and also to the exploitation of peasants by
landlords and capitalists). Nonclass oppressions include the oppression of women (gender), of
People of Color (race), of Gays and Lesbians (homophobia), of minority religions, of youth, etc.,
as well as national oppression. Working class oppression is specific to capitalism and its
resolution requires socialist revolution. The other oppressions (even that of the peasants--who
are still a large proportion of humanity) are often remnants from pre-capitalism. They are forms of
oppression which capitalism, in its revolutionary youth, “promised” to abolish. This was the
bourgeois-democratic program as raised in the great capitalist revolutions of England, the U.S.,
France, and Latin America.

Historically, the class struggle tendency within anarchism (anarchist-syndicalism and most
anarchist-communism) has focused on the workers’ class struggle against the capitalists. They
have often treated nonclass oppressions as unimportant, as illusions created by the capitalists to
trick the workers, to split and weaken the working class. Once this is pointed out to the workers,
supposedly, they would see through this trick and unite against the bosses. This simplistic view is
also raised in a crude version of Marxism.

An understanding of the reality of special oppressions does not deny the valid insights of
historical materialism. It does not deny the importance of class analysis. To repeat, many
oppressions were created by current or past material (class) factors. All of them interact with
capitalism (that is, the capital-labor relationship). All are affected by capitalism, as they affect it in

tiirn (dialarticallhs chall wa cavN Fnr avamnla tha nnnraccinn nf winman nradatac ranitaliem and

ﬂ Install Diigo extension to annotate any webpages, images and PDFs.

https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?ann=yes&page=3 9/36


http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2009/sep/13/climate-change-refugees-law
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia/b/20762773
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23ClimateChange
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/unitednations
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/usa
http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/executive-pay-bonuses
http://www.anarkismo.net/newswire.php?story_id=3614
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia/b/20726049
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23Anarchism
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23War
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23NationalLiberationMovements
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23Israel
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23Palestine
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23Lebanon
https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?query=%23Hizbullah

14/08/2017 Library - Diigo

In reaction to foreign oppression, the people of these nations develop a desire for national
freedom. First they want their “own” state, and then other measures of independence from the
imperialists, such as not being invaded, as well as not being economically dominated. In the
absence of an alternative they turn to nationalism. Nationalism is not just a love of one’s country
and a desire for its freedom. As a developed program, it means the unity of all sectors of a
country, the rich and poor, capitalists and workers, landlords and peasants, patriarchal men and
women, the dominant nation and minorities, all “united” against other nations, including THEIR
workers, peasants, women, and national/racial minorities. The aim is an independent national
state, with its own army, secret police, flag, and postage stamps, and its own national rulers.
Meanwhile the capitalists of the imperialist countries encourage nationalism (or patriotism)
among their workers, to maintain their rule and use the workers as soldiers against the
oppressed nations.

Show less ~
Eyewitness Lebanon: In the land of the Blind - Anarkismo 1 Sep 13, 2009
www.anarkismo.net  Anarchism Lebanon Israel Syria

Syria/Lebanon’s anarchist history is slender, but a ground-breaking study by Ilham Khuri-Makdisi
(12) shows that from about 1904, a group of Syrian/Lebanese radicals grouped around the figure
of Daud Muja’is began disseminating socialist thought, and established night schools and reading
rooms in Beirut and in Mount Lebanon (then a semi-autonomous province of the Ottoman
Empire). This network interacted with other revolutionary networks in the region, notably the
multi-ethnic network in Alexandria and Cairo that established the Free Popular University in
Egypt in 1901, and the International League of Cigarette Workers and Millers of Cairo in 1908
(Egypt had been represented by Errico Malatesta in the Black International as far back as 1881
and by 1895, the first Arabic anarchist translations appeared).
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she2i2.blogspot.com  Egypt Tanta Flax Textile Workers Autonomy

in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

Gamal Othman, a strike leader at the Tanta Flax & Oils Company, the took to the podium and
announced the nationalization of the Company. Othman and his fellow workers commemorated
the 105th Day of their strike and agreed that "the company no longer belongs to the Saudi
Investor Abdelellah Saleh El Kaaki, the company belongs to the workers."

A cyberspace Lenin-why not? 7 Sep 3, 2009
pubs.socialistreviewindex.org.uk

the fundamental lesson of revolutionary materialism is that revolution must strike twice, and for
essential reasons. The gap is not simply the gap between form and content. What the 'first
revolution' misses is not the content, but the form itself--it remains stuck in the old form, thinking
that freedom and justice can be accomplished if we simply put to use the already existing state
apparatus and its democratic mechanisms.

Along the same lines, the partisans of the 'first revolution' want to subvert the capitalist
domination within the very political form of capitalist democracy. This is the Hegelian 'negation of
the negation": first the old order is negated within its own ideologico-political form; then this form
itself has to be negated.

Is there not also an explosive potential for capitalism itself in the world wide web? Is not the
lesson of the Microsoft monopoly precisely the Leninist one: instead of fighting its monopoly
through the state apparatus (recall the court-ordered split of the Microsoft corporation), would it
not be more 'logical’ just to socialise it, rendering it freely accessible? Today one is thus tempted
to paraphrase Lenin's well-known motto, 'Socialism = electrification + the power of the soviets':
'Socialism = free access to internet + the power of the soviets.'

Do we insist that only those involved in 'real' material production are the working class, or do we
accomplish the fateful step of accepting that the 'symbolic workers' are the (true) proletarians
today? One should resist this step, because it obfuscates the division between immaterial and
material production, the split in the working class between (as a rule geographically separated)
cyber-workers and material workers (programmers in the US or India, the sweatshops in China or
Indonesia).

Perhaps it is the figure of the unemployed who stands for the pure proletarian today: the
unemployed's substantial determination remains that of a worker, but they are prevented from
actualising it or from renouncing it, so they remain suspended in the potentiality of workers who
cannot work. Perhaps we are today in a sense 'all jobless'--jobs tend to be more and more based
on short term contracts, so that the jobless state is the rule, the zero level, and the temporary job
the exception.

f today's 'post-industrial’ society needs fewer and fewer workers to reproduce itself (20 percent of
the workforce, on some accounts), then it is not workers who are in excess, but capital itself.

However, the outcome of this crisis of private property of the means of production is by no means
guaranteed--it is here that one should take into account the ultimate paradox of Stalinist society.
Against the capitalism which is the class society, but in principle egalitarian, without direct
hierarchical divisions, 'mature’ Stalinism is a classless society articulated in precisely defined
hierarchical groups (top nomenklatura, technical workers, army, etc). What this means is that,
alreadv for Stalinism. the classic Marxist notion of the class struaale is no lonaer adeauate to
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travel, education). And perhaps the ultimate irony of history will be that, in the same way, Lenin's
vision of 'central bank socialism' can be properly read only retroactively, from today's world wide
web. The Soviet Union provided the first model of the developed 'post-property’ society, of the
true 'late capitalism' in which the ruling class will be defined by direct access to the (informational,
administrative) means of social power and control and to other material and social privileges: the
point will no longer be to own companies, but directly to run them, to have the right to use a
private jet, to have access to top healthcare, etc--privileges which will be acquired not by
property, but by other mechanisms (educational, managerial, etc).

Show less ~
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Digital Music Can Save the Planet Aug 27,2009
ecogeek.org Music Internet P2P ClimateChange

The study found that buying digital music results in a 40 to 80 percent reduction in energy use and
carbon emissions compared to distributing CDs, and that factors in the energy used to download
the files over the Internet. The study compared four different ways of obtaining and listening to
music, listed from most energy intensive to the least: buying a CD in-person at a record store,
buying a CD online, downloading an album and then burning it to a CD (both with and without a
jewel case) and downloading an album and listening to it digitally.

Also, if the album size is 260 MB (compared to the standard 60 to 100 MB) or more, then that
would equal the energy and emissions of buying a CD online because of the extra energy
needed to download it.

Hmmm. | udownload FLAC, which is usually more than 260 MB an album.
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www.shorouknews.com  Egypt Fuel Oil
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This is the same period when suburbia flourished in Cairo.

SHE212: Tanta Flax Company Strike Enters its 80th Day Aug 21,2009
she2i2.blogspot.com  Egypt Textile Workers Strikes Tanta JanoCharbel

in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

This strike is the first one to ever be authorized by the General Union for Textile Workers.
Commenting as to why the general union authorized this strike and not any other strike since
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mistreated workers, that's why we moved to authorize this strike."

El-Gohary concluded by saying "we are currently considering the cancellation of the Textile
Holding Company's contract with the investors, or returning the Tanta Company to state-
ownership. If this is not feasible and the company is liquidated then we demand that the workers
should be given proper compensations and should granted their full entittements and rights.

Should the left call for Taliban victory? | SocialistWorke... 1 Aug 20, 2009

socialistworker.org  Afghanistan Left NationalLiberationMovements SWP

There is no fundamental difference between the liberation theology movements in South America
and the popular Islamist resistance movements in the Middle East and Asia, movements such as
Hezbollah, Hamas and the Taliban. To be sure, the former were less socially conservative, but as
religiously colored grassroots resistance movements they are essentially the same kind of
manifestation of class resistance.

Yes, and add the Buddhist monks in Burma as well. Too simplistic.

Baheyya: Egypt Analysis and Whimsy aig.: Who Should ... 1 Aug 20, 2009
baheyya.blogspot.com  Baheyya Egypt Mubarak Democracy

Openly debating who should rule the country and how they obtain this power is now a defining
feature of the political landscape, here to stay until a publically acceptable system of power
transition is worked out. By upending the working system put in place by Gamal Abdel Nasser,
Mubarak has basically invited the public to contest not just hereditary succession, but military
succession and any other procedure involving a very narrow clique of deciders.

This doesn’t mean that Egypt’s citizens are on the cusp of choosing who rules them. Not soon
and not for some time to come, alas. We don’t even come close to Iran, where voters periodically
choose the group of elites who will rule them. It does mean that no system of rule is natural nor
inevitable anymore, least of all Nasser’s model of officers running the show. Now everything is up
for debate, every model of rule is subject to scrutiny, none get a free pass as the “most
appropriate for Egypt,” “the most likely,” or whatever. Ironic, isn't it? It's the change-hating
Mubarak who has ended up shattering the settled conventions for how Egypt is ruled, opening
the door to the imagination of alternatives.
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Twitter is Not An Emergency Broadcast System 1 Aug 13, 2009

www.readwriteweb.com Twitter Activism

Twitter co-founder Evan Williams said specifically in one of the meetings that TechCrunch posted
notes from that "Twitter is not an alert system."

Those same documents made it clear that the Twitter Terms of Service are subject to extensive
revision as well. It wouldn't be a surprise at all to see those Terms changed to prohibit use of
Twitter for emergency broadcast purposes.
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MySpace to Unveil Integration With Sites Around the W... 2 Aug 4, 2009

www.readwriteweb.com  MySpace SocialNetworks
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connection with MySpace. The microformatted markup makes this a lot smarter than Facebook
Connect, frankly.

Keller says that MySpace is working on and will soon deploy technology that closely monitors
what kind of friend updates users show interest in. If | often click on your photos but never read
your blog posts, or | am very interested in your book reviews but don't care about your events
listings, then MySpace will feature those kinds of your updates in my friends' activity feeds more
or less prominently. Knowing what kinds of activities are being brought in from other sites will
help make that more possible. The same information will facilitate smarter recommendations of
content you might like.

Permaculture Global Report: Greening the Desert 1 Aug 2, 2009

blog.permacultureglobalreport.com  Jordan Desert Permaculture

A second set of courses were taught with much enthusiasm and many local farmers began to use
permaculture techniques and inquire how we had achieved such positive results on such poor
land. But the site had to stand its first real test, the extreme climatic conditions of the intense dry
season, which it did remarkably well, and as the rains began again and the temperatures cooled
in October 2001 planting was recommenced and the rapid growth continued, with the best annual
rainfall in twenty years of 200mm. In December 2001 the irrigation was switched off for 1 month,
an incredible test of strength for such a young system. There was some slight stress in the
guavas but no losses and no negative effect on the whole system. The rapid growth continued a
crop of winter Barley and a commercial crop of organic onions was grown between the swales
with astounding success and the total site turned green.
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bazgooftan.blogfa.com  Iran Protests

Translator’s note: Fuad is a young activist/intellectual and blogger. In his recent blog entry, he
objects to an older Iranian leftist intellectual who calls Ahmadinejad’s supporters the “youth of the
lower depths.” Fuad describes his own view of the class and social composition of the protests that
have taken place in Tehran after the fraudulent June 12, 2009 election. Excerpts follow. -- Frieda
Afary

Our dear intellectuals who still act like “leftists,” have a problem. They have turned leftism into a
religion. A religion that has certain rites. These rites begin with insulting the U.S. and the West.
They include mythologizing the worker. These rites equate a modern lifestyle to being too
westernized and Americanized and sissy. They classify anyone in this category as part of the
“velvet revolution.” They ignore the fact that the youth who are screaming in the streets and
demand an honorable modern life, are mostly from the lower-middle classes. The problem is not
that the working class and the poor are supporters of Ahmadinejad and do not protest. The
problem lies in the definition and typical outlook propounded by the so-called leftist intellectuals.
These gentlemen still define a worker as someone who is “ugly, has calloused hands, is
dishevelled, foul-mouthed, lumpen, backward, uncultured, unfamiliar with the internet and
satellite T.V., sexist, listens to the music of Ahangaran [reference to Sadeq Ahangaran’s lyrics
about war and mourning], rides a motorcycle, smells like alcohol, onions and rose water”...
Therefore they have the illusion that truncheon bearing, motorcycle riding “plainclothesmen” are
the “youth of the lower depths.”...
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In 1964 he was fired from his job on the railway for being politically active against the white
Rhodesian government. He was told by the government that he would never work again in any
position. Having to support a family of eight, Mr Phiri turned to the only two things he had, a
three- hectare family landholding and the Bible. He didn't just use the Bible for spiritual guidance
or inspiration, he used it as a gardening manual. Reading Genesis he saw that everything Adam
and Eve needed was provided by the Garden of Eden. "So", thought Mr Phiri, "I must create my
own Garden of Eden”. Mr Phiri also realised though, that Adam and Eve had the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers in their region - he didn't even have an ephemeral creek. "So", thought Mr Phiri,
"1 must also create my own rivers". He has done both.

Now this makes his work better than God's, no?

Permaculture Global Report: HISTORICAL PRECEDENTS ... & Aug 2, 2009

blog.permacultureglobalreport.com  Permaculture History

he Clearances (firing) of the Scottish highland forests in the seventeenth century is a good
example. This devastated the economy and culture of the Highlanders who ran highland cattle in
the diverse and productive forests. The ecological effects were catastrophic and the pastoral
farming of wool for the British textile industry which replaced the forests ensured no regeneration.

The current destruction of the Amazonian food forests and dispossession of the indigenous
peoples by beef cattle ranchers is one of the final stages of a historical process which has spread
from the Middle East over the last 4,000 years.

Little is known about the mysterious Etruscan who predated Roman civilisation in central Italy but
it is known that they developed a highly productive tree crop agriculture and that the central
Italian landscape which the Romans inherited was the resource base from which the Empire
sprang. Once Rome established domination over colonies the inflow of external resource
reduced the importance of local systems. Affluence led to land amalgamation and degradation,
loss of agricultural skills and dependence on foreign food. When the navy could no longer ensure
the arrival of the grain ships from N. Africa attempts to redevelop local production were largely a
failure. The natural and cultural resource base had been destroyed. Amongst other impacts,
deforestion of the uplands led to hydrological changes which gave rise to the Pontine marshes.
These marshes were a source of malaria affecting the people of the area for the next 2,000 years
until they were drained and maintained dry by the planting of Blue gums early this century.

The demise of the Mycenaean civilisation in the eastern Mediterranean provides another
example of dependence on forests. Marshall Massey (Massey, M. Carrying Capacity and the
Greek Dark Ages in Co-Evolution Quarterly no. 40 1983) puts the case for ecological catastrophe
in the Greek islands about 1200 BC which prevented the resettlement of whole areas for over
four centuries. The wealth and culture of the Mycenaeans was based on land resources but the
nature of their land use is not known. However in the eastern Mediterranean mountain cloud
forests collected moisture which sustained aquifer systems necessary for productive agriculture
and urban development on the lower slopes. Desertification and loss of the soil resource would
have followed loss of the high forests. The details of these processes are not known from the
historical record.

It could be argued that the spread of potatoes as an alternative staple to grains in Europe was so
fast partly because potato crops stored in the ground represent an even greater flexibility in the
face of warfare which ravaged so many regions of Europe in the 16th and 17th centuries.
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Permaculture Reflections: India: The Talupula Site, Part... 2 Aug 2, 2009

permaculturetokyo.blogspot.com  Permaculture India

Designing the water-harvesting system, | did not want the site to be plagued by undersized
swales. For one thing, | wanted them to be able to hold a lot of water before excess would go
over their spillways. Also, if they did not have gradual enough walls, they would be more prone to
erosion. Over time, swales gradually fill in, too. With larger swales, they would be around longer.

As | wanted the swales to be around 1 metre from the bottom of the trench to the top of the
mound, | designed the trench to be about 4 metres across (a little smaller on two of the swales)
and about 4 metres across on the mound. The site was nearly devoid of vegetation, so to be on
the safe side, | assumed 55% runoff, meaning a coefficient of runoff of 0.55. To determine the
spacing of the swales, | used the formula

Spacing = Holding capacity per m + (Runoff coefficient X Maximum rainfall in one event)

The volume of the swales per metre was to be around 1.7 cubic metres. The maximum rain in
one large event in the area is 10 cm. From this, | calculated the approximate spacing for the
spaces at 30 metres. Using the GPS, | was able to find the level for the second swale, 30m down
from the top, then the 3rd level, 30 m down from there.

Report: Social Networks Growing while Other Social Me... 4 Aug 1, 2009

www.readwriteweb.com SocialNetworks

the latest report shows that internet users are beginning to now center their digital life around
social networks like Facebook, MySpace, and Orkut, choosing to share their content within these
sites instead of on services with a single focus, like Blogger or Flickr.

Gneral-purpose social network is the way to go. When we have a free and distributed social ne
twork, we will be able to build an activism sub-network.

Surprisingly, the only activity to see a dip is uploading videos to video sharing sites. Still, video
watching is now seeing a high penetration rate among active internet users at 83%, a number
consistent with last year. But when you look at how many people are uploading video to social
networking sites, it's there that you see the growth. 33% upload videos to their social network

profiles, up from 16.9% last year, as previously noted.

Blogging also has reached a saturation point, it appears. UM notes that 71% of users report
reading blogs - an increase of only 1% since last year. This seems to correlate with recent
findings from Forrester Research, who also reported that no increase in blog reading was
reported over last year.

Time to resign after 5 years.

Show 1 more annotation v

Skype As We Know It May Not Exist Much Longer, eBay ... 3 Jul 30, 2009
www.readwriteweb.com  Skype Internet VolP

The only real Web 2.0 success story. Interesting. Great opportunity for free SIP alternatives
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Skype is one of the shiniest stars in eBay's portfolio of companies and is aimed to spin out as an
independent company that can sell its own stock in an IPO sometime soon. That's unlikely to
happen until this most important of several lawsuits the company faces is somehow resolved.

| was thinking why this is so late now.

Skype continues to grow very quickly. Now with 480 million users around the world, it is twice the
size of Facebook and adding users almost as fast.
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egyptleft.blogspot.com  Egypt History Left Activism Democracy 1946
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Social Media, Democracy and GDP - The Ushahidi Blog = Jul 18, 2009
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» Uncategorized
e Ushahidi

¢ Video
* Violence
Social Media, Democracy and GDP

What are the determinants that a social media campaign during a period of political unrest
will be effective?

After watching a video debate (which started off talking about cyber war, then ventured into
broader discussions around the use and viability of social media during a political emergency),
between Ethan Zuckerman and Evgeny Morozov, it made me think of the current book I'm
reading (Wars, Guns & Votes by Paul Collier). In it Collier talks about the inverse relationship
between democracy in the bottom billion and democracy in the developed world. Basically,
democracy is counterproductive in most countries where people live on less than $7/day.

After watching a video debate (which started off talking about cyber war, then ventured into
broader discussions around the use and viability of social media during a political emergency),
between Ethan Zuckerman and Evgeny Morozov, it made me think of the current book I'm
reading (Wars, Guns & Votes by Paul Collier). In it Collier talks about the inverse relationship
between democracy in the bottom billion and democracy in the developed world. Basically,
democracy is counterproductive in most countries where people live on less than $7/day.

This raise a question to me. Has anyone done qualitative research following the same lines
of thinking within the blogging and social media space? Where they contrast the social
media use, and results of that use, relative to the GDP of the country where the blogging is being

done.
The Angry Arab News Service/cuol&l (sl slil aSs: Th... 1 Jul 18, 2009
angryarab.blogspot.com  SalimalLawzi Lebanon Journalism

Salim Al-Lawzi (the highly corrupt--in every way possible--founder and editor of the highly
successful magazine, Al-Hawadith, in the 1960s and early 1970s) for example would himself
write the letters to the editors and would often attack in them some reporters and journalists in his
staff that he would be mad at for one reason or another.

Hehe. He is grandfather of a friend of mine

BBC NEWS | Technology | Arabic blogosphere beginst... 2 Jul 11, 2009
news.bbc.co.uk  Egypt Blogs USA

in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

The study, carried out by the Berkman Center for the Internet and Society at Harvard analyzed
some 35,000 active Arabic language blogs in 18 different countries. This included several
thousand blogs that mixed Arabic and English, or Arabic and French.

The study was paid for largely with US State Department funds. The findings were presented
publicly at the United States Institute of Peace in Washington, DC.
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the state-backed General Federation of Trade Unions has reacted largely with hostility, with most
of its officials denouncing or aborting protests by workers on the factory floor. The federation,
founded in 1957, had never officially endorsed a strike except once in 1993 when the General
Union of Mining, Construction and Carpentry lent its support to a brief national strike by the
miners.

Twittered out of trouble | The Arabist 1 Jul 4, 2009

arabist.net ~ WaelAbbas Egypt Twitter Activism

It was interesting to see the story unfold from the early morning, when Wael started posting what
was happening to him on Twitter, the reaction of the Egyptian Twitosphere, most notably that of
Hisham Kassem, the president of the Egyptian Organization of Human Rights (EOHR), a
prominent commentator on Egyptian politics and publisher (he was the CEO al-Masri al-Youm at
its launch in 2004 till 2007 and previously owned the Cairo Times). Hisham is also a Twitter
addict, and it was fascinating to see him provide Wael and the wider community dispatches about
his efforts to dispatch EOHR lawyers, talk to security, and try to get Wael out of his situation.

It may not be a Twitter revolution, but it's a very practical, transparent and engaging way to rally
people around a cause. Congrats to Hisham on getting Wael out of trouble and letting us know
how it's done. And Wael, rest well and | hope you get your laptop back soon!

Hamid Dabashi on Iran Protests: "This is Not Another R... 3 Jun 29, 2009
www.democracynow.org  Iran DemocracyNow

In Iran, supporters of opposition leader Mir Hossein Mousavi have called for another protest in
Tehran today in defiance of the government ban. At least nineteen demonstrators have been killed
in the ten days since the election of June 12th. The government continues to detain journalists and
activists and has set up a special court for demonstrators. We speak with Columbia University
Professor Hamid Dabashi. He writes, “I see the moment we are witnessing as a civil rights
movement rather than a push to topple the regime.” [includes rush transcript]

This, in my judgment, is a post-ideological generation. My generation was divided into third world
socialists, anti-colonial nationalists and militant Islamists. These are the three dominant
ideologies with which we grew up. But if you look at the composition of Iranian society today, 70
percent of it is under the age of thirty—namely, born after the Islamic Revolution. They no longer
are divided along those ideological lines.

And if you read their newspapers, if you watch their movies, if you listen to the lyrics of their
underground music, to their contemporary arts, etc., which we have been doing over the past
thirty years, this, to me, is a civil rights movement. They are operating within the Constitution of
the Islamic Republic. They don’t want to topple the regime. If you look—come outside, from the
right of the right, in the US Senate to the left, is waiting for yet another revolution to happen. |
don’t think this is another revolution. This is a civil rights movement. They're demanding their civil
rights that are being denied, even within the Constitution of the Islamic Republic. From their
chants that they are doing in the streets to their newspapers, to their magazines, to their
websites, to their Facebook, to their Twitters, everywhere that you look, this is a demand for civil
liberties and not—

There are, of course, underlying economic factors, statistically. The unemployment in the age
cohort of fifteen to twenty-nine is 70 percent. So this is not a class warfare. In other words,
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Gucci revolutionaries on the side of Mousavi and poor on the side of Ahmadinejad is completely

false.
A Look at the Gay Rights Movement Beyond Marriage a... ' Jun 29, 2009
www.democracynow.org  Utah LGBT DemocracyNow

Well, they’re arguing for—they’re arguing for an adult joint support registry at a statewide level.
And that means that if it were your cousin or your best friend or your lover, you can register and
have access to medical decision making and inheritance rights and certain basic recognitions
that people who are economically interdependent and residentially interdependent need, without
having to show what your sexual life is like or asking the state, in some sense, to recognize your
romantic or sexual life. Instead, you're just registering who it is you need these particular set of
benefits with. So, that actually offers protections to a broader group of people than lesbian and
gay couples than marriage would and also to people who are straight also, who may not want the
full marriage rights and obligations and benefits that go along with marriage, to register people,
whoever it is that they want to be able to share their responsibilities with. So that turns out
offering more to more people.

They also really are emphasizing the fact that there are many things that are needed nationwide
that are not offered by marriage, though marriage has become almost a stand-in for full civil
equality. So, you know, in many states, people don’t have basic housing protection or basic job—

..My heart’s in Accra » Twitter and the news cycle, perf... 1 Jun 29, 2009

www.ethanzuckerman.com  Twitter Journalism Michaeljackson EthanZuckerman

What's really interesting to me is the extent to which news reporters seem to have chosen Twitter
as the go-to source for reactions to news events. It makes sense - there’s a premium in the news
business on speed, on having a story faster than anyone else does, so the need for the quick
guote makes Google hours to slow to help you. And the 140 character limit guarantees that
whoever you quote will be pithy and limited to a single soundbite.

This, in turn, also increases the chance that you'll be wrong. A proper quote from me would
probably have been something like: “The search string ‘Michael Jackson’ is getting intense
interest on Twitter at the moment, showing up in between 13-20% of tweets. It's unlikely this level
of intensity will continue through the night, but at the moment, it exceeds the intensity I've seen
on Twitter during slower-breaking stories like #swineflu, #pman and #lranElection.” That,
unfortunately, is 337 characters - far too long for anyone to read anymore. And a clarification in
the form of a blogpost? That's so 2006.

ZNet - 21st Century Socialism 4 Jun 29, 2009
WWW.zmag.org

The second key political institution is the legal system. In most western societies it is based on
the principle of equal rights, or formal equality. All citizens enjoy the same rights and duties in a
state that is governed by the rule of law, regardless of class, gender, race, ethnicity, or other
characteristics. However, as feminists and other critics of the principle of equal rights point out,
formal equality results in greater material or substantive inequality when those who are being
treated equally are materially unequal.
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"identity politics" lines. That is, people organize on the basis of identification with one's ethnic
group, gender group, or class group (although, the latter is generally not included), such as
women's rights groups, groups representing ethnic or racial minorities, groups representing a
particular sexual orientation, or similar types of groups. While this type of civil society
organization was necessary to call into question the false universalism of civil society groups that
made universalistic claims, such as that of leftist political parties or socialist movements, and of
the supposedly universalistic principles of the political system in general, the time has come to
transcend identity politics in many countries. Identity politics tends to be based on and to foster a
type of solidarity that is limited to one's own identity group and thus severely limits the potential
power of mass movements based on solving problems of social injustice in general.

Given P2P's simultaneous compatibility with and undermining of capitalism, the expansion of this
type of production could create a situation similar to the one Marx described as having caused
the downfall of feudalism and that would cause the fall of capitalism. That is, new forces of
production (the internet) are gradually creating new relations of production (P2P) that clash with
the old capitalist forces and relations of production (mass production industry and private
property/market). However, capitalist production is eager to make use of this new form of
production, until, perhaps, it is eventually completely displaced. This is not to say that there are or
will be no conflict between the two systems, but there is a good possibility that capitalism's
resistance to change will be significantly weaker because of the initial compatibility of P2P with
capitalism.

Given P2P's simultaneous compatibility with and undermining of capitalism, the expansion of this
type of production could create a situation similar to the one Marx described as having caused
the downfall of feudalism and that would cause the fall of capitalism. That is, new forces of
production (the internet) are gradually creating new relations of production (P2P) that clash with
the old capitalist forces and relations of production (mass production industry and private
property/market). However, capitalist production is eager to make use of this new form of
production, until, perhaps, it is eventually completely displaced. This is not to say that there are or
will be no conflict between the two systems, but there is a good possibility that capitalism's
resistance to change will be significantly weaker because of the initial compatibility of P2P with
capitalism.

A fuller analysis of the relationship between P2P, participatory economics, and capitalism is still
needed for a fuller understanding of how these dynamics are playing and will play out. The
outline here is merely meant to be suggestive of what might be possible and how this potentiality
is and could be applied to Venezuela's transformation.

Show less ~
The boundaries between race and religion | Afua Hirsc... 2 Jun 28, 2009
www.guardian.co.uk  Racism Judaism UK

Court confused on whether Judaism is race or religion. Very interesting. | wonder how far this can
be used to reintroduce justice in Palestine to the public opinion in the UK

M, a 12-year-old boy, was refused admission to JFS — a school in North London which describes
itself as having "a religious character in accordance with the principles of Orthodox Judaism".

Although M's mother had converted to Judaism, her conversion was not recognised by the chief
rabbi and so the boy, despite considering himself Jewish and regularly attending a progressive
synagogue, was not recognised by the school as Jewish either.
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How Facebook Could Create a Revolution, Do Good, an... Jun 27, 2009

www.readwriteweb.com  Marketing SocialNetworks Facebook VRM

The VRM model says, "I, the consumer, will tell you, the vendor, the terms under which | am
willing to buy your product or service." A lovely idea. Consumers who have felt burned for
decades would love it. It would do particularly well right now, when times are tough, and
particularly in emerging markets where Facebook is growing and in which traditional consumer
marketers (i.e. US marketers) are not interested because the consumers there are not rich

enough.
Sursock: Iran—a split in the ruling class “ Jun 17,2009
sursock.blogspot.com  Iran Elections Democracy

This faction has coalesced around the incumbent president Mahmud Ahmadinijad. They see his
populist appeal as an important bulwark against the deep discontent that is sweeping the country.

A second section fears that the widespread corruption at the heart of the system is undermining
popular support for the republic. They want the economy opened up and strip from power those
they see as lining their pockets.

This faction, that includes many senior figures in the religious establishment, has put its hopes in
Mir-Hossein Mousavi.

His advocates sweeping neoliberal economic policies as part of making the state-owned sector
more “efficient”. But these policies have little popular appeal. So Mousavi also promised
sweeping social reforms.

Mousavi pledged to declaw the much feared morality police that enforce strict rules on dress and
behaviour. He promised to open the top posts in government to women and “review” the laws
that limit their rights.

He said who would bring the police under presidential control. At present the security forces are
answerable only to unelected supreme leader Ali Khamenei.

Show 1 more annotation v

The Angry Arab News Service: Iranian developments Jun 16, 2009
angryarab.blogspot.com Iran Elections

When he [Moussavi] was prime minister back in the 1980s, he presided over a regime far more
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oppressive than Ahmadinajad's. And why has no Western media really commented on his

rhetoric during his own campaign: the man kept saying that he wants a "return" to the teachings
of Khomeini. | in no way support a man who wants a "return” to the teachings of Khomeini.

Yes, good point. We are now arguing who is worse at the moment. | believe the elections were
rigged, if that means anything.

In all cases, the people are in the streets, a stone is thrown in the pond, and the state is fightin
g itself. | am a happy man.
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Beyond Resistance | Anarchist Federation pamphlet | ... 2 Apr 30, 2009
www.afed.org.uk  Anarchism UK Antilmperialism Communism Left Socialism
Globalization

Beyond Resistance is the Anarchist Federation's analysis of the capitalist world in crisis,
suggestions about what the alternative anarchist communist society could be like, and evaluation of
social and organisational forces which play a part in the revolutionary process.

The politics of the two superpowers (Cold War then peaceful coexistence) was based on a tacit
agreement. Economic imperialism would be operated by both blocs, and conflict between the
blocs would be acted out in the countries of the Third (‘'under-developed’) World. At the same
time most Third World elites came to power on the backs of national liberation movements,
playing on the rivalry between the superpowers to realise their dreams of 'national independence'
and to create post-colonial states.

f we as Anarchist Communists still see the working class movement as decisive it is not because
of its supposed capacities as an emancipatory class but because workers are those who produce
the wealth and are at the heart of the mechanism of production of capital. In the countries of the
capitalist heartland, the numbers of the class remain the same as they were about 20 years ago,
especially if we include all those wage earners in contemporary Capitalism. But our class has lost
importance in the capitalist heartlands because it has weakened its capacity to produce capital,
and hence to hold Capitalism to hostage, and to destroy it. The old workers movement is still
strong only in Germany. But this is the sole European capitalist country to have preserved its
industrial base (as has Japan) and not to have seriously broken with Keynesianism - with the
boss class redistributing some of its profits to ensure social peace and consumerism. The burden
of reunification may change all this. In other countries the trade union movement has been
thoroughly integrated into Capitalism as a recognised and consulted mediator, and has lost its
importance when the rules of the game changed.

Nowadays the working class, who always faced problems outside of work, has to put up with the
general aggravation of life the landlord, taxes, social security, transport, the health service for the
young, the education system, the workfare schemes etc., the difficulty of finding a job or home.
For women, there is the double day of work - in the workplace and at home - aggravated by the
attack on women going out to work. For ethnic minorities and immigrants, there is an increase in
racist attacks and discrimination.
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will be no recomposition of the class without the unity of struggles, without re-creating the sense
of a class in opposition to the social order. Revolutionaries must not just adopt simple voluntarism
and participate in these struggles, they must advance alternative perspectives. Otherwise these
struggles risk the danger of recuperation, where resistance is diverted so you end up supporting
who you're supposed to be fighting e.g. by taking nationalist forms of defending the standard of
living like 'Buying British'. The new movement we are talking about must go beyond defending
wages and jobs (although it must do these as well). It must question the legitimacy of the
capitalist system, of production for production's sake. It must question the logic of work under
Capitalism. For many the need to work has become impossible because the economic system
has no need (or no regular need) of their capacity to work. To give cohesion to a new movement,
we have to pose all the needs of social liberation.

Of the alternatives which the workers' movement has offered, some are less useful than others.
Rank and File-ism, for example, involves a 'bottom up' approach where radical workplace
representatives rather than paid union convenors take the initiative. Whilst this poses a threat to
slow moving and back-sliding union bureaucracy, its emphasis is still reformist and its vision
limited by existing trade union structures and lack of vision. Such initiatives have sometimes
proved to be vehicles for leftists climbing their organisation's career ladder, by proving
themselves to be more effective reformists that the union's officials.

For similar reasons we are sceptical about the potential of syndicalism and anarcho-syndicalism
as revolutionary methods. Syndicalists aim to set up alternative unions as a means to bring about
revolution and such tactics have proved popular with anarchists. However, despite such unions
adopting anarchist principles and often being militant in both industrial and social struggles,
unions are incapable of bringing about revolutionary change. Permanent economic organisations,
whatever label or ideology they adhere to, invariably become integrated into capitalism. In
practice, syndicalist unions have become as bureaucratic as other unions because of their
permanent position of mediation between bosses and workers. The working class should aim not
only to take control of the workplace but to be liberated from it.

Recent years have seen a huge increase in wildcat strikes, industrial sabotage and attacks on
the Capitalist infra-structure. Effective action has gone beyond the confines of individual
workplaces and industries. For example; secretive secondary action undertaken by other workers
and activists; support groups revolving around working class communities as well as involving
the families of workers in dispute and making links with other non-industrial struggles; the
formation of international links directly with other workers irrespective of the global collusion
between bosses and unions. These tactics are now employed by workers as part of a conscious
attempt to be self-active in their own defence and make effective use of their time - not handing
their power over to the useless unions.

Obviously, what is emerging in an alternative workers movement which is both economic and
social. Revolutionaries need to give thought to the question of how this should be structured. The
AF has discussed whether the establishment of a permanent support groups network is a good
idea, as the matter has been raised by workers. We should be wary of establishing any
permanent structures, useful though they may seem in the short term. They may become as
paralysed by bureaucracy as the unions, have to have full-time or paid workers, be prey to leftist
take-over, or worst of all, have limited resources and have to decide which struggles to allocate
them to and which to neglect. Not least, if they are permanent, then the State can attack them.

poo (yolici

What is needed is the growth of a new culture of economic resistance without a permanent
structure but able to produce high levels of militant activity as and when it is needed. this is not to

m Install Diigo extension to annotate any webpages, images and PDFs.

https://www.diigo.com/user/gharbeia?ann=yes&page=3 27/36



14/08/2017 Library - Diigo

means that their members cannot be identified, victimised or bought off by management, and
they can concentrate on action and theory, not on self-perpetuation. Such groups must not seek
to be alternative unions. They must be anti-capitalist, anti-company, anti-union and anti-party
political and have no respect for legality. They should advocate class war and practise direct
action to achieve their objectives. Such groups would have a propaganda function (pushing
resistance and rebellion, slagging management, attacking trade and alternative unionism,
advocating go-slows, non-cooperation, sabotage and unofficial action, mass sick-days etc.) and
an active function (co-ordinating such activity in practice).
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Hakan Roswall, acting on behalf of the content companies, argued successfully that the
defendants were culpable, citing a Swedish Supreme Court decision from 1963, that ruled that a
defendant who held a friend’s coat while the friend duffed somebody up was also culpable in the
attack.

But to my mind, the very companies suing Pirate Bay have also been complicit in much the same
way. If you set aside the fact that they foisted digital technology on the public in the 1980s, they
then went forward and developed a set of technologies — the re-writable digital versatile disc
being just one example — that have helped spread piracy in much the same way as Pirate Bay.
They not so much took hold the friend’s coat, but helped fashion the knuckleduster with which to
beat the victim. And if you extend the logic that by creating a technology that can assist piracy
you are also culpable of piracy, why stop at the Pirate Bay? Surely a whole network of agents
collude to help filesharers engage in the act, including Google, Internet service providers, the
inventors of BitTorrent and the telecommunications companies that distribute content to the

Internet.
Egypt's state circus joins growing unrest at tough econ... 1 Apr 20, 2009
www.guardian.co.uk  Strikes Egvpt Workers |oelBenin
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Although Egypt is no stranger to strikes - the first recorded sit-in was held by Theban graveyard
workers, protesting against a shortage of burying ointments during the reign of Ramses Il - the
latest dissent has few parallels. "It's almost unprecedented," says Beinin, "it's the most
democratic thing happening in Egypt.”
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Taliban Exploit Class Rifts in Pakistan - NYTimes.com 2 Apr 18, 2009

www.nytimes.com Pakistan Taliban Socialism Militancy

In Swat, accounts from those who have fled now make clear that the Taliban seized control by
pushing out about four dozen landlords who held the most power.

To do so, the militants organized peasants into armed gangs that became their shock troops, the
residents, government officials and analysts said.

The approach allowed the Taliban to offer economic spoils to people frustrated with lax and
corrupt government even as the militants imposed a strict form of Islam through terror and
intimidation.

The Taliban’s ability to exploit class divisions adds a new dimension to the insurgency and is
raising alarm about the risks to Pakistan, which remains largely feudal.
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Katy Evans-Bush: An animated dispute in Egypt | Com... 2 Apr 18, 2009
www.guardian.co.uk  Freedom Egypt Comics Sharkawi Metro
in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

it happens to be the first graphic novel in Arabic

Not true. The first dangerous graphic novel, at best.

On 6 April last year — around the same time that western audiences were flocking to see a film
based on the graphic novel Persepolis, set in Iran and published in Paris — Metro's publisher in
Cairo was raided by the police (without a warrant).
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La revolucion energetica: Cuba's energy revolution | Li... 13 Apr 7,2009
links.org.au  Cuba UNDP Sustainability Development Power

The 2006 Living Planet report assesses sustainable development by using the United Nation’s
Development Program’s (UNDP) Human Development Index (HDI) and the ecological footprint.
The HDI is calculated from life expectancy, literacy and education, and per capita GDP. The
UNDP considers an HDI value of more than 0.8 to be high human development. An ecological
footprint, which is a measure of demand on the biosphere, lower than 1.8 global hectares per
head denotes sustainability. The only country in the world that meets both of the above criteria is
Cuba.

The statistics are impressive, the country is currently consuming 34% of the kerosene, 40% of
the liquefied petroleum gas(LPG) and 80% of the petroluem (gasoline) it used to consume before
the implementation of the energy revolution a mere two years earlier.

| wonder if there is someone with another side of the story here. It would still be a great achie
vement, though.

Prior to the 1959 Cuban Revolution, 56% of the country was electrified. With the socialist
revolution came a push to electrify even the remotest communities. By 1989, 95% of the country
was electrified — mostly with cheap oil traded for sugar with the Soviet Union
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Daily News Egypt - Comic book author, publisher to sta... 4 Apr 2, 2009
www.thedailynewsegypt.com  Egypt FreedomOfSpeech Police Sharkawi Comics

in Outliner: Reclaiming Grownds

Shafee and El-Sharqawy are being charged under article 178 of the Egyptian penal code which
criminalizes the printing or distribution of publications which “infringe public decency.”

“Under article 198 of the criminal procedures code the police has the right to seize publications
which it regards as contrary to public morals,” Ragheb explained.

“We could accept a trial in newspapers carried out by critics which gives the author and the
publisher the right of reply. But we cannot accept that a judge — who has no connection with
comics, with this written form of art — be the arbitrator,” EI-Shargawy told the press conference.

aadl slaeY a o V" el sols i 15",

“They’re scared of anything new, scared of comics which are usually for kids and which are
suddenly being read by adults; comics which are dealing with the events of May 25 [2006, when
female protestors and journalists were sexually assaulted by thugs while the police stood by and
watched], with concerns of ordinary citizens.
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Index on Censorship » The slow death of freedom of ex... 7 Mar 31, 2009
www.indexoncensorship.org  IndexOnCensorship UN FreedomOfSpeech HumanRights Islam

Egypt Pakistan

Egypt's leading role in restricting free speech in the UN:

The United Nations Human Rights Council today passed a resolution aimed at restricting criticism
of religion, or ‘religious defamation’. Roy W Brown examines why the UN is putting protection of
ideas above freedom of expression

At the same time, the concept that human rights are universal and vested in the individual has
been challenged by the introduction of rights vested in the group — such as ‘the right to
development’ — and by regional and cultural variants on universality. For example, the African
Commission for Human and Peoples’ Rights has added ‘peoples’ as the rightful beneficiaries of
human rights, so that governments, as their legal representatives, have assumed for themselves
the rights of their people.

| do not like this one. The UN mandate is in the name of 'We, the people', but governments ha
ve been active all along, maybe the right type of governments accoding to the author.

The idea that member states had to sign up to the full package of human rights law had been
quietly dropped in favour of a pledge to ‘work towards’ universal acceptance, and member states
were to be elected not on the basis of their human rights record, but by region. The result is a
Council comprising 47 member states, 17 of whom are members of the Organisation of the
Islamic Conference (OIC) who, together with their allies, Russia, China, Cuba and the African
Group, make up a permanent 2/3 majority in the Council. The old ‘like-minded’ group of human
rights abusers that once dominated the Commission has been replaced by this group united in its
opposition to ‘western’ values.

In June 2008, the Egypt delegate brought Council proceedings to a halt for almost an hour when
he insisted that no reference could be made to Islam, Sharia law or fatwas. Faced with a vote
that could have overturned his decision to let the speaker continue, the president backed down,
and when the meeting resumed he told the Council that ‘we do not need to discuss religion in this
Council, nor shall we'. Islam had won a free pass and is now officially absolved of any
responsibility for any human rights abuse carried out in its name.

In March 2008, after a vote engineered by the OIC and supported by its allies, the mandate of the
Special Rapporteur on the Right to Freedom of Expression was changed to require him to report
on not only violations but on ‘abuses’ of that right; thereby, in the words of the Canadian

AAlAamata H4iirnina thAa mandata An it hAaaA?
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rights. To achieve this they needed to tackle head on freedom of expression. Their chosen
method was to introduce a resolution ‘combating defamation of religion’.

Resolutions combating defamation of religion have now been adopted by the Commission and by
the Council every year since 1999, and by the UN General Assembly since 2007. While they are
not binding on member states, they are permissive and legitimise any blasphemy laws adopted
anywhere in the word — and this despite the fact that the concept of ‘defamation of religion’ has
no validity in international law and the resolution is incompatible with the provisions of the ICCPR
safeguarding freedom of expression.

Not only does the concept of defamation of religion have no validity in international law, the
resolution is unnecessary because the problem it purports to address, increasing discrimination
and incitement to hatred experienced by Muslims, is already dealt with under international law.
Article 20 of the ICCPR specifies the steps that states must take to outlaw incitement to hatred or
violence. So it is clear that the OIC have another reason for pushing these resolutions; namely,
extending restrictions on freedom of expression that already exist in the Islamic states —
blasphemy laws — into international law, and thereby silencing critics of Islam in the rest of the

world.
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Ecosocialist International Network: What's Next? : Clim... 2 Mar 30, 2009
climateandcapitalism.com  Ecology Socialism
The Ecosocialist International Network meeting in Belem was a success - what do we do next?

This article by Joel Kovel aims to initiate an international discussion on that question.

the Ecosocialist International Network was founded on the Seventh of October, 2007 in the
Parisian suburb of Montreuil

Three principles define the EIN and unite its members — recognition of the ecocidal character of
capital accumulation; the necessity for a socialist alternative as a model for surpassing capital;
and the requirement that this new, or “eco” socialism must do more than deal with the toxic
effects of accumulation, but needs also solve the great problem of social production: how to live
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Police raid Wikileaks.de domain owner Theodor Reppe'... = Mar 29, 2009

www.news.com.au Censorship Germany Police Internet
Mr Reppe also reportedly maintains one of the most popular anonymous proxy servers in
Germany.
This is probably the real reason. Germany has raided Tor server hosteres before and claimed |
ooking for child pornography'.
| cannot think of any technological thing more useful than what this man is starting: a decentr

alised and annoymised Internet.

In the past week, Wikileaks published three lists all purporting to be the Australian
Communications and Media Authority's (ACMA's) blacklist of websites.

While ACMA and Communications Minister Stephen Conroy last week denied the list belonged to
ACMA, they both warned that the Australian Federal Police (AFP) would investigate its
distribution.

The lists contained apparent links to child pornography websites, gambling sites, as well as
relatively innocuous sites including those of a dentist and canteen manager.

UPDATE (26/10) - The German raid was not based on a referral from ACMA, the watchdog says.
More to come.
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